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In John's Gospel it's the first miracle Jesus performs. I also
like to think of it as the original party trick. You know the story:
Jesus is at a wedding in Cana with his disciples and his mother.
The wine runs out, so Jesus orders the servants to fill six thirtygallon jars with water. When the servants draw the water out they
discover that it is changed not only into wine, but into the excellent
vintage, aged-in-oak-barrels, $200-a-bottle stuff. And so, instead of
petering out into disappointment for the revelers and
embarrassment for the bridegroom, the wedding celebration gets
new life and whirls on into the night.
Of course, the miracle is about much more than a good time. But it is also about a
good time. The gospels make clear that Jesus enjoyed meals, festivities, good food and,
yes, good wine. He was even accused by his enemies of being "a glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners" (Matthew 11:19). He liked to eat, drink, and be merry.
He liked to mix it up with people from different backgrounds: Pharisees, Gentiles,
disciples, tax collectors, sinners--a scandalous practice in a time when you only socialized
with people of your own class and religion.
I bet those parties were a lot of fun. I bet Jesus could tell a great joke, sing fullthroated karaoke versions of Stevie Wonder and Bon Jovi, dance with the best of them. I
bet people left such gatherings feeling more closely connected, more complete, as if pentup joy had been released and fed upon by all.
The flyers for our upcoming Family Fun Night on Nov 6 proclaim that "The church
that plays together stays together." How true. We do need to play together, to connect in a
way that is multigenerational and open to all--like a first-century village wedding.
Everyone brings a dish to pass. Everyone dances and laughs. Everyone belongs to the
village "family": you and me, single and married, young and old, gay and straight.
Let's do it, Trinity. Let's build community. Let's come together in Jesus' name and party
like it's A.D. 29.

Ian
11575 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-3361
www.trinitybell.org
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityBell
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The Deacon’s Pen
This month is what I always call the “transitional”
month because there are still some nice warm days but also
some cold, wet days. It is also a month when I always enjoy
all the color that God has provided us through the changing
of
the trees and shrubs that just make the countryside look so
beautiful. Of course there is a downside to the change too,
it’s a time we need to get outside and clean up our yards, rake all the fallen leaves, over
and over again if you have a lot and God doesn’t provide a miracle way to pick all of
them up.
For me, I enjoy going out into the countryside and watch the change and I wonder
to myself, “How can anyone not believe there is a God?” There is nothing that I know of
that could produce such a beautiful world. Rembrandt has nothing on God when it
comes to a beautiful world.
I’m excited by some of the physical changes in our church building also. I don’t
know if you’ve noticed it or not but the Christian Education area has some colorful
charts and circles on the floor; our Pastor has painted his office a couple of colors to
make one feel welcomed and taken away the feeling of being an institution. The staff
office will also be painted soon to brighten up a rather drab room and there are other
plans to give our buildings a nice, fresh welcoming look.
Are these changes necessary? Well, maybe not necessary but they tell visitors,
potential new members of our congregation we care about how we look and, to me, it
goes a long with how friendly we are to strangers. We care!
Another opportunity to show how much we care is coming up this month. It’s
our annual Stewardship Campaign. Taking time to reflect on God’s blessings and
prayerfully considering how to respond is what we are asked to do. Trinity is a
marvelous faith community and by pooling our resources we really are able to
accomplish the vision God has for us. Our ministries help people locally, throughout SE
Michigan and even reach people around the globe. Join us as we make our Pledges on
October 25th and show how much we care.
Faithfully yours,
Deacon Richard
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Giving in GraƟtude....
to do God’s work!
It’s a great me to be at Trinity. Our long transi on has ended, we have our
new Rector, and we are moving forward in many exci ng direc ons. God has
truly blessed us! It’s now that me of year where we ask you to help us keep the
momentum going.
On October 4, Pastor Ian will address the congrega on on stewardship, his
first opportunity as our Rector to talk about the rela onship between your
contribu ons and Trinity’s good works.
Shortly a er that, we will be sending you a booklet, describing all the
ministries and ac vi es your contribu ons support. It’s not just about keeping
the doors open for us. It’s also about opening the door for others in our
community and around the world.
This year, rather than having speakers tell us what Trinity has done for
them individually, we’re taking a “bigger picture” approach. We want you to
know what Trinity does for everyone! On October 11, we will have speakers at
both services represen ng some of our lesser‐known ministries – those
ministries you may not know about or may not know enough about. On October
18, we will have speakers from some of the be er‐known ministries, who will tell
you not just what they do but how much they do, with concrete facts and figures.
You might be surprised at how many are served by these ministries and how
much they accomplish.
Once you’ve heard from our speakers, please prayerfully consider how
much to pledge for the upcoming year. Your generosity, in combina on with your
faith, is invaluable to our mission. Your pledge card should be mailed out on
October 19 and, on the following Sunday, October 25, we will celebrate
Commitment Sunday, when all the pledge cards will be brought to the Altar to be
blessed by Pastor Ian. Please be sure to come and be a part of it!
As always, we appreciate that you trust us with your treasures, and we
promise to be good stewards of your gi s. Let’s keep the energy growing here at
Trinity, and keep the good deeds mul plying!
The Stewardship Commi ee
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Children’s
Ministries
Let’s take a Whirl!
It has been almost a
month of Whirl lessons
and most kids seem to
really be enjoying the
materials and lessons.
For the few who aren’t
as excited, please
encourage your kids to
give it a chance. The
examples given in the
video might not be the
most realistic, but the
lessons they are
teaching really have
practical applications.

The first week we got to
spend our discussion/
activity time working on
how to choose our
words. We were
reminded that just
because something is a
true statement, it

doesn’t mean we
should always say it
and if we do need to,
we should choose kind
words.

Due to our tight
schedule, kids should

The next week we
discussed doing things
for the right reasons.
Wow, did I enjoy the
discussion with the
oldest group about how
to have the heart of a
servant. It was
amazing how much I
felt like the lesson was
really talking directly to
me.

go directly into their
classrooms. Ages 3—
Grade 1 will be in the
room closest to the
nursery. Grades 2—4
will be in the center
room and Grades 5—7
will be into room 5

Please take a minute on
Sunday mornings to
help your child(ren) get
ready, by having a
drink of water, using the
restroom and taking all

There are a few minor
changes to where the
groups are meeting.

Halloween Carnival
One of my favorite
events of the year is
almost here!!! Halloween
carnival is scheduled for
Sunday, October 18 from
2-5 p.m..
We will once again have
games, food and prizes.

So, please add this
event to your calendar.

October 2015

Upcoming
Lessons
Pray for One

9/27

Another
Jesus Blesses
Children

10/4

A Camel through
a

10/11

Needle
James and John

10/18

Jesus Heals

10/25

Bartimaeus

Heifer
Garden
 We will continue to pick
veggies as long as
the garden produces
 A work day to prepare
the garden for winter
will be announced
late September
 Thank you to all who
have supported
Heifer Project this
summer. We will be
choosing an animal to
donate in late
October.

Grown ups, check out
the parish hall for a sign
up sheet to help.
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Youth Ministries
Journey to Adulthood (J2A)
What’s Happenin’
in J2A
We started off this
year a little early with our
bi-annual Urban
Adventure on Labor Day
weekend.
This time we
experienced a new urban
adventure in Chicago
instead of New York City.
The Night Watch
program at the Cathedral
in NYC was a wonderful
experience for our youth
over the years. But they
ended that program in
2013. So we created our
own Urban Adventure in
Chicago. With much help
from Martha Hanoian, we
were able to find a church
just north of downtown
Chicago, who put us up for
2 nights, Church of Our
Savior. Martha also found
us a place for the youth to
do Outreach, which is a
big part of the Urban
Adventure experience.
Our Urban Adventure
weekend consist of doing
outreach in the
community, learning how
to used actual maps, to
find their way around a
new city they have not
been to (for most of
them), and they have to
do it with very little help
from the leaders. For
Chicago, they needed
street maps, train route
maps, and maps that
showed all the things in
Chicago.
Our adventure began

after a long ride together
Friday evening, as when
we arrived at the church
around 10:30 PM (CST)
which felt like 11:30 PM
for us. Then after settling
in for the evening, we had
to get up very early so we
could walk to catch the
“L” train to get to Grace
Place in the inner city of
Chicago to start preparing
meals at 7:30 AM. We
arrived on time, and they
immediate put us to work.
They were glad to have 7
extra people that day, as
they were a little bit
shorthanded from what
they normally had. Our
Trinity youth (just as
many groups from years
gone by) shined the Light
of God like AMAZINGLY!!!
– I have come to expect
this with Trinity youth,
but this group really
surprised me, because
with only 5 youth and 2
leaders, they worked as if
somebody had done that
Bread and Fish thing, and
cloned them into many. In
other words, each of them
worked at least like 3
people. We were broken
up into different groups
and sent with other
people, and our youth
worked so hard preparing
and serving over 150
people that day. No
complaining, and all I
heard was praises from
the other workers about
our youth. We prepared,
we served, and we cleaned
up everything, and waved
goodbye (See pics on
Trinity’s Facebook page).

The youth then had to
decide where they wanted
to eat lunch, how to get
there, and then what they
wanted to do as far as the
sights of Chicago. We did
tell them that as far as
the food, we were going to
strictly eat Chicago
classics while here. And
we did, from Chicago
hotdogs, to some awesome
Chicago Pizza that Cyndi,
had the inside scoop on. It
was interesting to watch
the skills of our youth
surface, and different
skill sets take piece by
piece of the challenges we
kept putting in front of
them. They had to figure
out East, West, North,
and South. I did give them
a compass I brought to
assist them. They did
great, on the streets and
the trains. And never got
lost!
I am so proud of these
youth, and I think Cyndi
and I learned new things
about our youth, and
hopefully them about us.
This was our first true
opportunity to create
great memories out of the
state together. We
believe this Urban
Adventure experience is
very important prior to
our Pilgrimission coming up
this Summer.
In our first day of class,
we talked about the
Chicago trip, after giving
the youth a chance to
digest the weekend
awhile. Then we talked
about what they might
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Important
Dates
New Beginnings

10/
9– 11

Happening

11/
13-15

No Class

11/29

Thanksgiving
No Class

12/20

Christmas Break
want to do this year, and
learn.
Here is our list: Class
Topics: board games (We
interpret that as the
cooperative ones like
Forbidden Desert) –
Sports: (maybe teams,
teamwork) - other
religions - serving in the
soup kitchen - geography
and culture of where we
will go on Pilgrimission.
Outings/Activities: video games - adventure
park - corn maze / apple
orchard -Movies
Discussed: The Book
Thief - Schindler's List.
List of Religions: Islam –
Judaism – Buddhism –
Hinduism – Shinto.
Christian: Episcopal,
Catholic, Lutheran,
Presbyterian, Baptist,
Church of Christ, NonDenominational,
Rastafarian (also
Christian?), A.M.E /
C.M.E..
Until Next Time!
Cyndi & Peter
Your J2A Leaders
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Rite—13

We’re baaack!! Year
3 with the Rite 13
class, we have two
classes under our
belts and are looking
forward to the fun
activities that we’ve
discussed, as well as
the opportunity to
branch out and do
more than we’ve
done in previous
years.
We have a service
project planned with
the J2A class,
“Socktober” which will

Rite –13, is our class for 8th and 9th graders this year. This group is
similar to J2A in the lessons and discussions, but usually starts each

begin in October.
We’ll be collecting
new socks, or
donations to
purchase new socks
to donate to
homeless shelters.
We’re hoping for
support from the
parish, our friends
and families with this.
More info to come!
We’re also excited to
be working on plans
for the upcoming
Youth Sabbath
service.

 New Beginnings in
an event put on by
the Episcopal
Diocese for
Middle school
aged kids. They
can attend as
many of these
events as they are
able.
 Happening is also
sponsored by the
Diocese for High
School aged kids.
They can attend
this event once
and then apply to
join the planning
team if they
desire.

During the month of October the Rite 13
& J2A classes will be participating in
Socktober, a national effort to collect New
Socks to be distributed to local homeless
shelters. Please bring donations to the
Socktober Collection Station, located in
the church foyer. Monetary donations may
also be made to purchase socks for
donation. Please contact any of the youth,
leaders, or Martha Hanoian for more
information.
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The following is a letter from Bishop Gibbs regarding the national church's actions this summer on same gender
weddings. The Trinity Vestry has discussed our church's stance on the issue and supports the performing of same
gender weddings at Trinity when and if they are requested (starting November 29 of this year), while at the same time
recognizing and honoring that there are those in our community who may feel differently. As the bishop makes clear,
the requirements for and treatments of such marriages are the same as for any other marriage.

THE RT. REVEREND
WENDELL N. GIBBS, JR .

July 16, 2015

TENTH BISHOP OF MICHIGAN

4800 WOODWARD AVE.
DETROIT, Ml 48201 - 1 399
PH (313) 833 .4435
TF (866) 545 .6424 EXT. 3035
FX (313) 831.2155
WGIBBS@EDOMI .ORG

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
In many ways, my post General Convention reentry has been a lot like returning from
sabbatical or other long absence from the diocese. During this time, I have had a lot of
catching-up to do (thanks for your patience!) and a lot of time to reflect on what exactly
happened while we met in General Convention. There wasn't just history occurring through
the actions of our Church, but also history was being made in the decisions announced in our
secular society. In particular, the Supreme Court decision allowing for marriage for all loving
couples regardless of gender followed closely by the Church's decision to revise our marriage
rites and Canons to include lesbian and gay couples in those jurisdictions covered by our
Church where this is now legal. (Please remember, there are dioceses of this Church outside
the United States where it is not!) As chief pastor and liturgical officer of the diocese, it is my
duty to outline if and how we are to make use of the approved rites in the Diocese of
Michigan.
As with the decision in 2012 to permit the blessing of same gender relationships, it is clear
to me that we are not of one mind in the diocese about these decisions. However, after
conversation with the Standing Committee of the Diocese, with several senior clergy and
others, I am prepared to give a framework for how we will proceed.
First, beginning on the First Sunday of Advent, 2015 (November 29), I will permit the
solemnization of gay and lesbian marriages in this diocese. While this may seem to some as
a "given",I assure you it is not. The actions of the Church are very different from decisions
rendered by the Supreme Court that cover civil actions only. Some bishops of our Church
have formally rejected the Episcopal Church's action. However, as an outspoken advocate
that same-sex unions can be equally reflective of the teachings of Scripture regarding fidelity,
mutual sacrifice and shared service as are unions between male and female partners, I am
thankful for the decisions our Church has made. I know that many of you are overjoyed and I
honor that. I also know that some among us are not joyful and I honor that as well.
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Some have challenged me on waiting until Advent 1. My reasons are: 1) two marriage rites
have been authorized for trial use beginning on that day (please see Resolution A054). While I
could permit earlier use, I have always stated that I would work within the guidelines of the
church as expressed via General Convention; that is still my intention. 2) We need time to
make sure that the policy we put in place covers all possible circumstances as fairly and
"equally" as possible. 3) As I stated above, as we are not of one mind on this matter, I want
our household to have the time/space to embrace this change with all grace while being
sensitive to those who may disagree. I realize that for some waiting for four months may seem
unreasonable, but please understand, I am seeking to keep the household whole and healthy.
What follows is the policy that will take effect on Sunday, November 29, 2015:













All requirements stated in Canon 1.18 ("Of the Celebration and Blessing of Marriage,"
formerly entitled "Of the Solemnization of Holy Matrimony), as amended by Resolution
A036, will apply (i.e., no change to present rules, except that the language of the canon has
been rendered gender-neutral).
For a priest to make use of these liturgies, the priest must be in conversation with their
Vestry or Bishops Committee and obtain their support for their use in the congregation.
No deviations from the authorized texts will be permitted during the period of trial use.
Only the authorized rites are permitted. Use of the rite currently contained in the Prayer
Book with "home-made" modifications is strictly prohibited.
At least one of the parties must be baptized.
As has always been the case, no priest shall be required to perform any marriage.
Where there has been a previous marriage or civil union, all the current provisions of Canon
1.19 pertaining to remarriage after divorce will apply, as will our own diocesan procedures.
In the case of a gay or lesbian couple already married in a civil ceremony, provision is
made for the marriage to be blessed.
A gay or lesbian couple whose union has been previously blessed, but who now desire
legal marriage in the church, may proceed to be married in the church.
Between now and November 29, 2015, the Guidelines for use of Authorized Liturgy for
Blessing of Same-sex Relationships, promulgated in 2012, remains in effect.
Finally, I will not tolerate any dishonoring of opposing viewpoints from either side of the
matter. No one and no congregation will be forced to use the trial liturgies; no one and no
congregation will be forced to perform any marriage (a current provision of our Canons).
If any harassment is experienced I ask that you bring it to my attention immediately.

It is my sincere hope and prayer that as we live into the new reality of equal marriage
for all, we will, as a community of believers, find more and more ways to embrace and
include all of God's children in the sacramental and missional life of the Church. As
beloved children of God, we are called to do nothing less.
Peace and blessings,

The Rt. Rev’d Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr.
Bishop
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Who: Children 3 years old—5th grade
Date: Sunday, October 18, 2015
Time: 2:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m.
Admission: 1 can of food for
Helping Hands Food Pantry
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Trinity Episcopal Church
11575 Belleville Road
(734) 699-3361

11

niva
Car
to
Ph o

s
Dog
Hot

The Trinity Bell — October 2015

12

The Trinity Bell — October 2015

October Birthdays
2nd
3rd
6th
9th
12th
13th
14th
15th
16th

Reggie Miller
Carole Wepler
Michele Coman
Dick Boelter
Hunter Morse
Paula Brown
George Wilhelmi
Jacquelyn Hayes
Reilly Penhorwood

3rd
5th
12th
19th
28th

19th
20th
21st
23rd
24th
26th

Barb Watson
Chrissy Graham
Barb Story
Cheri van Gelder
Yensi Goerge
Deborah Taylor
Eddy Fulton, Jr.
Tianna Richardson

Jim & Donna Budd
Reggie & Jim Miller
Kraig & Kristyn Wilson
Mark & Virgette Sutton
Sean & Martha Hanoian
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

*Regular Sunday Services: 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist
Children’s Worship
Nursery Care Provided
Saving Faith, another church that uses our space, regularly meets on Sundays
from 1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. and Thursdays from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

Fri

Sat

1
6:30 p.m.
High School
Mentoring

2
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

Boot Camp, the exercise program, regularly meets on Mon, Wed, and Fri. at
5:45 a.m.

4
*Regular Sunday
Services

2:00 p.m.
Cedar Woods
Ministry
4:30 p.m.
Synoptic Gospel
Study

11
*Regular Sunday
Services
Healing Prayer
12:00 noon
Vestry Meeting

5
7:00 p.m.
A.A.

6
11:00 a.m.
A.A.

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Girl Scouts

6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts

12
7:00 p.m.
A.A.

7

13
11:00 a.m.
A.A.

14
10:30 a.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Girl Scouts

6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts

8
6:30 p.m.
High School
Mentoring

15
6:30 p.m.
High School
Mentoring

*Regular Sunday
Services
12:00 noon
Youth Halloween
Party

19
7:00 p.m.
A.A.

20
11:00 a.m.
A.A.

21
10:30 a.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Girl Scouts

6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts

7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

16
8:00 a.m.
Boy Scouts
Awards

8:00 a.m.
Altar Guild
11:00 a.m.
Pet Blessings

10
8:00 a.m.
Altar Guild

17
8:00 a.m.
Altar Guild

7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

4:30 p.m.
Synoptic Gospel
Study

18

9

3

22
6:30 p.m.
High School
Mentoring

23
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

24
8:00 a.m.
Altar Guild

12:15 p.m.
Worship Team Mtg.
2:00 p.m.
Halloween Carnival

4:30 p.m.
Synoptic Gospel

25
*Regular Sunday
Services

4:30 p.m.
Synoptic Gospel
Study

26
7:00 p.m.
A.A.

27
11:00 a.m.
A.A.
6:30 p.m.
Boy Scouts

28
10:30 a.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Girl Scouts
14

29
6:30 p.m.
High School
Mentoring

30
7:00 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal

31
8:00 a.m.
Altar Guild
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October

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

October 04

October 11

October 18

October 25

8 am EM

Jim Pederson

Susan Armstrong

Cleda Smartt

Jay Armstrong

10:00 am

Kate McCutchen

Ian Penhorwood

Bev Jenkins

Erica Fulton

EM 1
10:00 am

Jeff Hill

Maggie Penhorwood

Jamie Owen

Eddie Fulton

EM 2
10:00 am

Deacon Richard

Darryl Conliffe

Deacon Richard

Deacon Richard

2015

EM Bread
10:00 am
Acolytes

Colin Fulton
Katherine Russell
Elizabeth Hanoian

Reilly Penhorwood
Taylor Penhorwood
Kenedee Morse

Joel Hill
Jillian Hill
Ellie Russell

Maranda Twiss
Bradley Eziuka
Ethan Fulton

Welcomer

Deb Green

Sue Carpenter

Sean Hanoian

Andy Melms

Welcomer

Nancy Copeland

Sara Eziuka

Dave Anderson

Janet Green

Giftbearer

Sean Hanoian

Harry van Gelder

Erica Fulton

Nancy Copeland

Giftbearer

Mary Hill

Cheri van Gelder

Judy Anderson

Dave Anderson

Kendyl Burke

Brenda Thom

Cyndi Hernandez

Eric Travis

Altar Guild

Kathie Schwark
(On Call)

Kathie Schwark
(On Call)

Kathie Schwark
(On Call)

Kathie Schwark
(On Call)

Altar Guild

Val Altizer

Val Altizer

Val Altizer

Val Altizer

Altar Guild

Fay Taylor

Fay Taylor

Fay Taylor

Fay Taylor

Altar Guild

Paula Brown

Paula Brown

Paula Brown

Paula Brown

Sign up in
Parish Hall

Sign up in
Parish Hall

Sign up in
Parish Hall

October
Cheri van Gelder

November
Erica Fulton

December
Kathy Graham

Lector

Counter

Deb Green

Counter

Bonnie Martin

Coffee Hour
Host
Bread Makers

Cyndi Hernandez
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Church Phone: 734-699-3361
Fax: 734-699-7181
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Holy Eucharist: Sundays — 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Church Office Manager: LeAnna Dickerson

Vestry
Senior Warden—Sue Carpenter
Vestry Secretary—Pat Gearns
Sara Eziuka
Jeff Hill
Mia Gregory
Debra Williams

697-7229
905-0322
248-207-8201
587-2060
368-1138

Junior Warden—Morris Altizer

730-8247

Ian Penhorwood
Bonnie Martin
Eddy Fulton
Jamie Owen

485-6254
699-6487
484-1694
604-9741

Rector—The Very Rev. Ian Reed Twiss
Deacon—The Rev. Richard O. Boulter
Church Treasurer—Sean Hanoian
Sexton (janitor)—Brenda Bonior
E-mail: office@trinitybell.org
Website: http://www.trinitybell.org

