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1959:  Trinity formally becomes a Parish. 

Mission / Vision 

The Mission of Trinity Church is to welcome all who seek Christ. 

Our vision looking forward is to:  

GROW in faith and understanding through excellent formation programs 

for children, youth and adults. 

GROW in the Spirit as we discern new leaders and new ways of carrying out 

our mission. 

GROW in worship as we praise God with traditional and contemporary music 

and liturgy. 

GROW in community as we welcome and incorporate the whole rich diversity 

of God’s people. 

GROW in compassion as we reach out in love and service to our community, 

diocese and world. 

GROW in numbers and energy as we experience the abundance of God’s love. 
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1960:  First service in Church at 11575 Belleville Road. 

Welcome 

 

A lot of thought, prayer, and time have gone into the creation of this profile. We hope that it 
inspires you to come and see for yourself what Trinity is all about. 

 
These are some of the words used by parishioners to describe Trinity: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
      Trinity Portfolio Team 

 

 

 

 

We seek a rector who: 

 listens to God 

 preaches relatable sermons 

 is approachable 

 has a love for the community 

 is interactive with youth and adults 

 is motivated and energetic 

 has a sense of humor 

 has patience 

 is charismatic 

 is actively involved in outreach 

 values pastoral care 

Page 4 

Parish Profile 2013-2014 

 Family 
 Diversity 
 Community 
 Welcoming 
 Accepting 
 Fellowship 
 Outreach 

 Loving 
 Caring 
 Giving 
 Fun 
 Spirit 
 Involvement 
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State of the Church 
Glory to God whose power working in us can do more than we can ask or imagine …  

When our rector of twenty-six years chose to leave Trinity, there was much sadness, but our 

vestry and ministry leaders preached the future and not the past. There was no time for gnashing of 

teeth or rending of garments, there was outreach work to continue, teens to send on pilgrimage to the 

Dominican Republic, and worship to conduct.  Under the guidance of our worship committee, a 

transition collect was created to keep us focused on our commitment to each other and to Christ:  

Almighty and everlasting God, source of all wisdom and understanding, guide Trinity as 

we walk this journey. Grant us the courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it. 

Keep our congregation united in a holy bond of peace and faith so that we may with one 

mind and one voice continue to glorify your name through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

With the loss of the only rector many in the congregation have ever known, another church may 

have spiraled downward into angst and despair. We didn’t because that isn’t who we are. As our 

collect states, Trinity’s congregation is a body united in a holy bond of peace and faith. This 

transition has proven our mettle and shown us to be strong - emotionally, spiritually and financially. 

Trinity has continued to offer a wealth of ministry opportunities as well as Christian education 

programs for all ages. Regardless of your background, your interest, or your age, Trinity has 

opportunities for everyone to participate as much as they desire in countless areas to strengthen their 

Spirit and glorify God to the fullest. 

Worship 

At Trinity, we take great pride in our diversity, not only in the makeup of our congregation but in 

the way we praise God. On Sundays we may chant in Spanish before and after the reading of the 

Gospel, or sing a recessional hymn from South Africa. We offer two services. The early morning 

service is quiet and music free. The late morning service is filled with song. Special services offered 

have included: Taize, Celtic, High Church, and a 

campfire service. We also have a Liturgical 

Dance Team. Annually, we celebrate the African 

American contributions to the Anglican Church 

with our Gospel Sunday, and there is a Father’s 

Day service to honor Trinity’s dedicated dads. 

On Youth Sundays our kids take over with 

banners, guitars and drums, and lead worship. 

We are also traditional – especially during Lent 

when we offer Tenebrae, Maundy Thursday foot 

washing, and devotions tied to the Stations of the 

Cross. Trinity also takes great pride in 

1962-1963:  Rectory built on Church’s property. 



  

 

 

 

1972:  Madelyn Blend, First Woman Senior Warden. 
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encouraging and supporting those both inside and outside the congregation on their discernment 

journey. 

Once a month the healing team, led by our deacon, 

gathers in the rear of the Sanctuary to offer prayers  and 

anointing for personal healing, healing of others, or prayers 

of thanksgiving. This is a time for those who wish to request 

and receive prayer for their specific needs. It also provides 

an opportunity for those on the Healing Team to deepen 

their own faith by being able to serve and minister to their 

brothers and sisters in Christ in this manner. 

 

Christian Education 

Children 

Our Children’s Education Program (“Children’s Worship”) meets on Sundays during the first 

part of the 10:30am Worship Service. Children join their parents in the Sanctuary around the time of 

the Lord’s Peace. 

Children experience God, church, and each other through all of their senses. Our Children’s 

Worship can be experienced through singing, playing with the wooden Bible story figures, creating 

art in response to the stories they hear, and imagining the image of the Holy Spirit when prayers are 

complete, and take in the sight and smell of the extinguished Christ candle. During the summer, the 

Heifer Project Garden allows the children to plant and harvest, smell the earth and flowers, and be a 

force in the world by selling the produce they have grown to raise funds for Heifer International.   

    For 12 years, Trinity’s summer 

Children’s Worship time has been spent 

cultivating and caring for their Heifer 

Garden. Inspired, in part, by a children’s 

book written for Heifer International, 

“Beatrice’s Goat”, we started growing 

vegetables to sell and raise funds to 

purchase animals to benefit those less 

fortunate around the world. For 2013, all of 

the money was used to purchase a water 

buffalo!! 

    The Heifer curriculum provides stories 

about families that have benefited from 

receiving the animals and training from 

Heifer to help them improve their quality of life. Each week, one of these stories is read to the 
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children and then they head out to tend the garden. They plant, water, pull weeds, and harvest the 

veggies and herbs produced. The harvest is then offered to members of the parish in return for 

donations during coffee hour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth 

Our Youth Education Program, Journey to Adulthood, meets on Sunday mornings between the 

early and late service. 

The Journey to Adulthood is a complete youth ministry program of spiritual formation for 6th to 

12th grades. It encourages relational ministry and uses Bible study, prayer, rites of passage, outreach 

ministries, and both serious and playful activities to underscore the two guiding principles of the 

program: 1) Manhood and womanhood are free gifts from God; and 2) Adulthood must be earned. 

Summer Day Camp 

Family Halloween 

Carnival Youth Sabbath—when 

youth actively 

participate in 

planning and running 

a Sunday morning 

service 
Children’s Choir 

1977:  Trinity’s Involvement in Strawberry Festival Begins 



  

 

 

 

1982:  Beginning of Crop Walk. 
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Rite 13: 

Middle school aged youth stay together for two years, and through shared experiences, build a Christ-

centered sense of community. Weekly classes provide a balance 

of instruction and play time, supplemented by special outings 

and events every 4-6 weeks. A coming of age ceremony 

recognizes and celebrates that while they are not yet adults, they 

are on their way! 

J2A: 

During this two year core period, the studies go deeper, and 

adult skills, such as active listening, assertion, and negotiation, 

are taught to high school aged youth. Lessons are organized 

under the themes of Self, Society, Sexuality (gender roles), and 

Spirituality. Spiritual formation is accomplished not only by 

teaching and dialog but also by active engagement—serving, praying, and participating. J2A 

culminates in a Pilgrimage with a mission trip 

component. 

YAC/CNC: 

Our senior youth meet on a more flexible schedule, 

often over breakfast at a local diner. We use a 

program called “Confirm Not Conform” to guide 

them to an adult decision about Confirmation. They 

form Mentor/Mentee relationships with select adults 

from the church, and under the guidance of their 

adult leaders, learn to deal with taking their spiritual 

life and disciplines into their own hands. 

Adult 

Adult Education at Trinity takes many forms. For many years we have had an Education for 

Ministry (EFM) group, though we are taking the current year off. Groups that meet regularly include 

the Wednesday Morning Bible Study; the 

recently started ChurchNext, an online Christian 

education ministry; and our Sunday Evening 

Adult Class. We also have seasonal evening 

classes, most notably our Wednesday night 

Lenten series.   

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

1989:  Memorial Garden Ground Breaking. 
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Outreach 

“Christ has no body on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours. Yours are the 

eyes through which Christ’s compassion for the world is to look out. Yours are the feet with 

which he is to go about doing good, and yours are the hands with which he is to bless us now”. 

 ~St. Teresa of Avila 

Trinity partners with many organizations to help support worthy causes locally, nationally, and 

internationally. There are many opportunities for giving of our time and talents. Some of these 

opportunities include: 

Adopt-a-Child-Size 

A longtime member of the Trinity family, Teresa Moore, worked in the Wayne county school 

system for many years as a social worker. When she visited area schools in the winter, she would 

encounter children sitting in the office during recess and ask why they weren’t out playing. The 

response was often that they did not have the appropriate winter apparel and therefore, for their 

safety they were not permitted to go out to play. This 

weighed heavily on Teresa’s heart and thus was the 

beginning of the Adopt-a-Child-Size Program. In 1986, 

Teresa rallied the support of teachers, administrators, 

friends and her Trinity church family to help those 

children have the clothing necessary to be warm and 

safe. 

The Program allows a family or individual to choose 

a gender and size and then provides new outfits that 

include underwear, pants, tops, a coat, snow pants, hats, 

gloves and boots. The outfits are collected in late November to distribute to the parents in early 

December, allowing them to give the clothing to their children in time for Christmas. There is a 

dedicated team of volunteers that works year-round: shopping, collecting the outfits, sorting and 

storing the clothes until distributed.  

     To help teach our children that they can make a difference in the lives 

of children in their own community, a Penny Jar is put at the foot of the 

altar during the offertory. The children walk up to the front to place their 

donations into the jar. This money is set aside to purchase outfits for the 

Adopt-A-Child-Size program.  

     Since the beginning of the program over 15,000 children have received 

complete winter outfits. Trinity has been blessed to be a part of this 

important community outreach. 
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Cedar Woods 

     Cedar Woods is a local assisted living facility that Trinity serves 

on a monthly basis. A group of Trinity members offers a church 

service to the residents and then celebrates that month’s birthdays 

with a party and cake. Each year there is a Christmas party hosted 

by Trinity with refreshments, caroling, and small gifts prepared by 

the children of Trinity. 

Soup Kitchen 

Trinity has supported the Spirit of Hope soup kitchen in downtown Detroit for many years. Eight 

times a year a team of parishioners goes to the soup kitchen. Donations of clothing and blankets are 

also taken.  

 

 

 

 

 

Helping Hand  

Trinity has had a collection box at the back of the sanctuary for the local Helping Hand food 

pantry for the past 20+ years. Parishioners bring in donations regularly to be delivered to the food 

pantry. In the last two years, we’ve been able to multiply our food and personal care item donations 

with the help of a couple of coupon savvy ladies in our parish. In the 2013 Lenten season they were 

able to turn $713.96 into $2271.40 worth of donations for the pantry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1991:  Adopt-A-Child-Size started—34 outfits collected from Trinity members. 
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Strawberry Festival 

The Strawberry Festival is a three day event that is held Father’s Day weekend each year. This is 

a very big event for Trinity that takes many, 

many hands to execute and many months of 

preparation. It serves as both a fundraiser and 

an opportunity to evangelize by welcoming 

members of the greater community that may 

not be familiar with us. We erect a restaurant 

on our lawn, rent indoor and outdoor space to 

crafters, and offer baked goods for sale. 

Strawberry jam, strawberry pies and tarts, and 

some of the best strawberry smoothies you’ve 

ever had! - these are just a few of the treats that are 

offered at our restaurant and bakery. The funds that 

are raised during Strawberry Festival are divided, 

half for in-reach and half for outreach. This allows 

us to do much good throughout the year. It also 

gives us a valuable opportunity to build stronger 

bonds with our fellow parishioners, as we work 

side by side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1993: New Parking Lot. 



  

 

 

 

1997: First J2A Youth Pilgrimage—to Spain. 
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Buildings & Grounds 

Trinity Episcopal Church, Belleville, is located at 11575 

Belleville Road, in Belleville, Michigan, just south of Interstate 

94.  We also own the house next door to the Church, which 

serves as our Rectory. On the Church grounds we have parking, 

open space, mature trees, manicured landscaping, a secluded 

Memorial Garden, and a vegetable garden used for the Heifer 

International children’s program. 

Our Sanctuary has seating for approximately 250 people. We 

have storage and three classrooms in the undercroft below the 

Sanctuary.  In the East Wing, we have a large parish hall, a 

kitchen, three offices, five classrooms, and a staffed nursery. 

We make an effort to share our space with organizations in 

our community. Our Church has been home to young church 

congregations who have used Trinity as their meeting space until 

they have been able to afford a building of their 

own.  Our building is used for weekly AA 

meetings, Boy Scouts, a Boot Camp exercise 

group, and other community activities through the 

year. We host regular blood drives and a flu shot 

clinic each year.  We have also recently begun 

hosting an annual Halloween carnival as a way to 

serve the community and to welcome and invite 

community members to come to Trinity and see 

what we are all about . 

 

 

 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in him of who they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 

preaching? Romans 10:14 



  

 

 

 

2000-2001:  New Parish Hall Addition Constructed. 
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Demographics 

  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

AVERAGE SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 174 167 164 154 143 

WEDDINGS 1 3 2 5 2 

FUNERALS 7 14 4 9 5 

BAPTISMS 11 10 5 5 5 

CONFIRMATIONS 5 0 16 0 0 
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Financial Summary 
Consistent with the diversity found throughout other areas and ministries within Trinity, 

financial support for the mission and operation of the parish is also diverse.  This has helped our 

financial situation remain healthy and stable throughout the considerable ups and downs that the 

local economy has gone through in recent years.  Members have been especially responsive to 

special capital improvement campaigns.  Since 2000, Trinity has raised funds for and completed a 

large building addition, installation of stained glass windows in the sanctuary, and renovation and 

automation of the bell tower.  These successes have strengthened our faith in that whatever our 

parish truly needs; the Lord will make sure it is provided. 

We are proud that we have pledged and paid our full Diocesan Apportionment.  We have a 

generous cash reserve and a capital improvement fund for keeping our buildings and grounds in 

good condition.  Our mortgage for a new addition built in 2000-2001 will be paid off in April 2015, 

leaving us debt free. 

Because involvement in the community is important to Trinity, we offer use of our building for 

rent by local organizations.  The small fees collected help us to supplement our capital 

improvement fund. 

 

An Endowment Fund was created in 2006 to provide supplemental funding for our missions 

(outside of normal operations).  The fund balance is currently over $150,000; up to 10% of the 

fund’s market value may be allocated each year. 

Significant renovations for the rectory have been 

funded and will be completed in early 2014. Our capital 

funds balance was $21,000 at the end of 2013 after 

funding for those renovations was set aside. 

Our cash reserve was $96,000 at the end of 2013. 

 

Operating Income/Expenses 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Plate & Pledge $238,787 $230,253 $229,648 $233,721 $247,088 

Building Use Fees $20,190 $17,956 $13,370 $19,345 $17,455 

Other Income $20,601 $15,912 $28,546 $22,858 $25,163 

            

Operating Expenses $277,339 $280,437 $272,862 $279,695 $252,628 

            

Diocesan Apportionment $23,373 $26,406 $25,191 $24,956 $24,450 

2005:  Liturgical Dance Team and Trinity Lego Robotics Teams Formed. 
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Stewardship Philosophy 
Trinity’s stewardship practice takes three forms:  time, talent, and treasure.  Members give their 

time and talents to help with projects, events, education, healing, and many other ministries provided 

by our parish community.  Members also give financially to support the mission and operation of the 

parish.  

The Stewardship Committee plans an annual pledge campaign.  Traditionally each fall, narrative 

budgets are prepared and distributed, testimonials are given by the Rector and a parish member, and 

a ministry banner procession takes place.  This culminates in pledges being collected during Sunday 

service in late October.  We follow it all up by having a “thank you” reception for our members for 

pledging to Trinity. 

Trinity’s Stewardship Statement: 

We believe: 

All that we are and all that we have is a gift from God 

We are created in the image of a generous, loving, and caring God 

God calls us to be generous and loving as He is generous and loving 

We commit to: 

Giving to God the first portion of all our resources - our time, our talent, and our treasure 

Joyfully sharing ourselves and God's gifts 

Nurturing an ever-deepening spiritual relationship with God 

We invite everyone to: 

Open their hearts and experience the joy of giving 

2006:  Endowment Fund Established. 
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2007-2008:  Stained Glass Windows Commissioned, Created, and Installed in Sanctuary. 



  

 

 

 

History 
Trinity Episcopal Church has a long history within our community, its beginnings going back as 

far as the years of World War II.  But Trinity is not the first Episcopal Church to be located in 

Belleville.  That honor goes to Grace Episcopal Church which at one time stood at the corner of 

Main and First streets and was founded in 1884.  Grace Church flourished for a time, but during the 

difficult years of World War I, it floundered and lost membership.  In 1921, the bishop closed the 

church, and it was eventually sold to the newly formed parish of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church.  

The Catholics used the building until 1956 when they constructed a new church and eventually the 

old church was torn down.  A muffler shop now stands on the site. 

World War I helped bring an end to Grace Church, but in 1942, during World War II, a few of 

the remaining families from Grace and various new Episcopalians who had moved into the area 

banded together and began again.  They decided not to use the name “Grace” since a Grace Baptist 

Church had formed in Belleville.  Trinity Episcopal Church in Hudson, Michigan, had loaned altar 

fittings to the new congregation, and it was decided to use their name.  Thus, Trinity Mission was 

born. 

As the years passed, the new little mission held services at the homestead of Violet Clark – one 

of the founding members of Grace Episcopal.  At the time it was the home of Aleck and Frances 

(Clark) Shook.  Services were also held at Van’s ice cream parlor on Huron River Drive and the 

Seventh Day Adventist Church on Liberty Street. 

In 1947, planning began for the construction of a building in a highly visible location – at 

Belleville Road and Venetian Street on land donated by Earl and Ruth Jacox.  Ground was broken 

in June of 1950, a small brick church 

was constructed, and it formally 

opened for services on June 14, 1951.  

This little building would serve many 

functions in the years ahead.  Services 

were held at the east end and Sunday 

school classes were held in the west 

end, and many a fine meal was 

prepared by the Women’s Guild (now 

the ECW) in the kitchen.  In time, a 

new sanctuary would be built, and the 

little church would become the parish 

hall. 
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2008:  Basement Refurbished for Youth and Storage. 



  

 

 

 

Trinity Church had been founded during the uncertain years of World War II, but with the war 

over and the baby boom in full swing, membership dramatically increased, and more space was 

desperately needed.  In 1960, as Trinity became a self-supporting parish, a building campaign was 

commenced, funds were raised, and in the summer of that year, the beams of the new sanctuary rose 

into the sky.  The new sanctuary design included a very special design feature; part of the new 

sanctuary was a 50ft high bell tower. 

During Construction, a bell from Grace Episcopal Church, that had been in storage at the Shook 

(Clark) family barn after its removal in 1921, was carefully lifted and placed high in the new 

sanctuary’s bell tower, serving to directly link the new Trinity Episcopal Church and the old Grace 

Episcopal Church that was started in 1884. 

With the installation of the bell complete, it was now time for the finishing touch – the laying of 

the cornerstone.  A special ceremony was held on September 11, 1960.  To mark the completion of 

the ceremony and while the congregation rejoiced, Henry Amrhein, Church Treasurer and former 

bell ringer from Grace Church, officially rang the old bell, in its new home at Trinity, for the first 

time in 39 years. 

Trinity Episcopal Church officially became a parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan on 

September 24th, 1959 and the first services in the new sanctuary were held on Christmas Eve in 

1960. 

     In 1962/63 a new rectory was  built on the 

church’s property and the Rev. Robert 

MacDonald became the first  resident  in June of 

1963.  In 1962 Mabel Ridley became the first 

woman to serve on the vestry, and Madelyn 

Blend became the first woman Senior Warden in 

1972. 

     In 1989, the memorial garden was built and 

was consecrated by Bishop Irving Mayson on 

Ascension Sunday.  
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2009:  Sunday Second Service Time Changed from 10:00am to 10:30am.. 



  

 

 

 

On August 11, 1993, in a ceremony held to 

commemorate the 50 year anniversary of 

Trinity Episcopal Church, members of the 

congregation carefully removed and opened 

the cornerstone laid by the congregation of the 

church back in September of 1960. To their 

surprise there were a number of artifacts not 

mentioned in the 1960 records: The Record of 

Founders contained the signatures of all who 

were present at the 1960 ceremony, building 

plans, the front page of the Enterprise-

Roman dated September 7, 1960, a Church Brochure, a Sunday bulletin dated September 11, 1960, 

the Church's 1959 Annual Report and a parish Handbook. On October 17, 1993 the artifacts were 

replaced with the addition of a number of similar items of  the present time, and a Trinity Cross. Re-

enacting the 1960 ceremony, the cornerstone was replaced in its original location, and the Church 

bell was rung 50 times. 

     In 2001, the 50 year old church/

parish hall was torn down and 

a new parish hall was built. The 

new, air conditioned, parish hall 

included a nursery, offices, 

meeting rooms, classrooms, store 

rooms, a kitchen and bathrooms to 

support a thriving congregation 

focused on outreach and children’s 

ministries.  

In 2007 the congregation 

commissioned a stained glass artist to work with them and design new stained glass windows that 

were installed in the Sanctuary in 2007-2008. 

In 2010, Trinity raised funds to restore the bell tower and add 

an electronic ringer to the bell.  The bricks three to five feet from 

the top were removed, and new bricks were put in place.  A new 

aluminum cap was installed on top of the tower to keep water from 

re-entering the structure.  The bell was power washed, and the cross 

was painted white.  An automatic striker was installed inside the 

bell that can be programmed to ring at certain times, or it can be 

rung manually by simply pushing a button. 
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2010:  Bell Tower Restored and Electronic Ringer Installed. 



  

 

 

 

In 2012, Rev. John Hagan left Trinity after 26+ years of service 

to embark on a new chapter of his ministry journey.  We were sad 

for him to go, but we are excited and optimistic about the future. 

 Trinity Vicars/Rectors/Associate/Assistant Rectors: 

1949-1952 The Rev. James B Guinan, Vicar 

1953-1957 The Rev. A. E. Tavener, Vicar 

1958-1962 The Rev. Charles A. Schmidt, Rector 

1962-1963 The Rev. William Wood, Interim Rector 

1963-1972 The Rev. Robert  MacDonald, Rector 

1972-1979 The Rev. David E. Lee, Rector 

1979-1980 The Rev. Robert Weichert, Interim Rector 

1980-1985 The Rev. Robert A. Schiesler, Rector 

1985-1986 The Rev. Eric Whiting, Interim Rector 

1986-2012 The Rev. John R. Hagan, Rector 

1996-2002 The Rev. Sally Boelter, Associate Rector 

2003-2006 The Rev. Stacy Salles, Assistant Rector 

2013-Present The Rev. Eric Williams, Interim Rector 

 

Sources:  

 Water Under the Bridge: A History of Van Buren Township by Cathy S. Horste, Diane Wilson, Bicentennial 

Commission of Van Buren Township.  (Wayne County Michigan) 1977.  

 From Grace to Trinity: The Story of a Bell by Diane Wilson, 2010. 

Photo credits: Trinity Episcopal Church Archives.  
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2012:  Fr. John Hagan Accepts a Call to St. Matthew’s, Charleston, WV, and Submits Resignation from Trinity. 
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Community Profile 
The small community of Belleville has been 

around since 1847, and has since become a wonderful 

lake community to some 40,000 residents. Belleville 

is encircled by Van Buren Township and Sumpter 

Township, which all share the 48111 zip code, as 

well as the area’s largest inland lake, which is heavily 

populated by residential boats in the summer months. 

From restaurants to locally owned shops, Belleville 

has everything one needs, and is handily positioned a 

mere fifteen to twenty minutes from most other 

attractions. A quick jump down I-94 East can take 

you to a Detroit Tigers baseball game or a Broadway 

show; drive west and be part of the largest crowd in 

NCAA football at the University of Michigan’s Big 

House. 

In addition to the lake, Belleville is also proud to house many large recreational parks. 

Crosswinds Marsh is one of the largest wetlands preserves in Wayne County, offering a multitude 

of activities from horseback riding to fishing. The local Metro Parks offer large pavilions for 

picnicking, kid-friendly waterparks, bike trails, and even ice skating in the winter. There are also a 

few local parks, such as Victory Park located in the middle of the City, and a local Skateboarding 

Park just down the road. The City of 

Belleville provides ample 

opportunities for your outdoor 

recreational preferences. 

     The City of Belleville also hosts 

many community events throughout 

the year. In the summer months, 

visitors from all over the state come to 

the National Strawberry Festival for a 

parade, hundreds of craft tents, and a 

carnival. Every year, on the first 

Saturday in December, the annual Winter Fest is held, which includes an all-day array of events 

from the locally sponsored “Jingle Bell Fun Run” to benefit the Van Buren Education Foundation 

to the evening Light Parade, in which Mr. Christmas himself is present. There are also many other 

free and entertaining events held throughout the year at the downtown Fred C. Fisher Library and 

Belleville Area Museum.  
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In addition to the National Heritage Academy charter school Keystone Academy, which serves 

students from preschool to eighth grade, Belleville is home to the Van Buren Public School system, 

which is comprised of one high school (grades 9-12), one middle school (grades 7-8), one 

intermediate school (grades 5-6), four elementary schools, and one preschool. In recent years, the 

supportive members of the community approved a millage for a brand new high school, which 

opened its state-of-the-art doors in the fall of 2012, and currently houses almost 2,000 students, a 

New Tech educational program, a 

one-to-one technology ratio via 

student response systems, and an 

award-winning band program. In 

addition, Van Buren offers all-day 

kindergarten and a young-fives 

program. The district has 

implemented many current and 

positive standards of teaching to 

increase student performance, 

including the Common Core State 

Standards and Every Day Math.  

Belleville is a diverse community which provides a great quality of living for residents of all 

ages. From chain restaurants such as Applebee’s and Twisted Rooster, to “mom and pops” like 

Frosty Boy and Dos Pesos, anyone can experience the modern-day routine or the “small town” 

lifestyle to fit their fancy. The local Meijer and Wal-Mart are located just north of Main Street 

businesses like Goofy’s Car Wash and Andrew’s Pharmacy. Anything one needs can be found in 

the tri-township area. 

A wealth of information about the 

Belleville community can be found at 

the following websites: 

www.belleville.mi.us 

www.buyitinbelleville.com 

www.vanburenschools.net 

www.bellevilleareaindependent.com 

www.heritage.com 

www.bellevillelakecurrent.com 

 

http://www.belleville.mi.us
http://www.buyitinbelleville.com
http://www.vanburenschools.net
http://www.bellevilleareaindependent.com
http://www.heritage.com
http://www.bellevillelakecurrent.com
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Submission of Application: 
Trinity Episcopal Church, Belleville, is a member of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan (EDOMI).  

Information about the Diocese can be found at http://www.edomi.org. 

James Gettel, Canon for Congregational Life, is receiving names and applications from priests who 

are interested in the opening at Trinity, Belleville.  Anyone who is interested in submitting an application 

is encouraged to work through the Office of Transition Ministry— 

http://episcopalchurch.org/page/transition-ministry.  

During the process, questions about Trinity, Belleville, may be directed to: 

Search Committee 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

11575 Belleville Rd 

Belleville, MI  48111 

Email inquiries should include “Search Committee” in the subject line and 

can be sent to trinitybelleville@comcast.net.  

Vestry: 

Sue Carpenter, Senior Warden Dennis Bramigk Bonnie Martin  

Morris Altizer, Junior Warden Eddy Fulton Jamie Owen  

Pat Gearns, Secretary Martin Hansknecht Jim Pedersen  

Sean Hanoian, Treasurer Jeff Hill  Ron Wepler 

Search Committee: 

Cynthia Coleman, Chair Kathy Graham Kienuwa Obaseki 

Morris Altizer Peter Gregory Tianna Richardson 

Maria Conliffe Sean Hanoian Eric Travis 

Erica Fulton Anna Hill 

Portfolio Committee: 

Sean Hanoian, Chair    Beverly Jenkins          Chelsee Strickland 

Judy Anderson     Ian Penhorwood          Barb Watson 

Jeff Hill  

Staff: 

The Reverend Eric M. Williams, Interim Rector  Blane Hansknecht, Director of Youth Ministries 

The Reverend Deacon Richard O. Boulter, Deacon Barbara Watson, Bookkeeper 

Jenifer Dapsi-Morse, Director of Music   Kelly Boelter, Secretary 

Martha Hanoian, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Thanks to all 

who have 

contributed 

their time and 

talents towards 

this process to 

call a new 

rector. 


