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Rector's Reflections 

When She's Gone 

 

Nan and I witnessed the eclipse in Washington, Missouri, August 21, 2017 for approximately two 
minutes and 40 seconds of totality.  In an odd way, it was nothing until it was everything.  As the 
moon moved across the sun, even right up until the last sliver of light, it might as well have been a 
normal, slightly hazy day.  Only our sun-gazing glasses and the crescent shadows beneath the 
trees indicated anything strange was going on.  Plus a slight, queasy sensation coming over me, 
as if the earth were a rolling sea. 

But then, suddenly, the light shut down in the sky.  Cicadas started to whirr in the trees around us.  
Stars punctured the deepening blue, and the sun became arms of radiance stretching out from a 
circular blot overhead.  Along the Missouri riverfront where we had gathered with local townspeo-
ple, the wind died and the air cooled.  A cheer went up and settled into a murmur.  The light was 
not full night--more like evening, and when I gazed into the distance it was as if the sun had re-
cently set, simultaneously, on all sides of the horizon.  Cumulus clouds to the north that had 
threatened rain rose in creamy pink piles, flashing with occasional lightning.   

That was the beginning of a week that ended with an even more significant event for me, which 
was the real reason we were down in Missouri: the delivery of our daughter to her first year in col-
lege.  She arrived by bus from a few days of camping with some other freshman, sleep-deprived 
from an all-nighter and full of chatter about the cool people she was meeting and the classes she 
was hoping to get into.  It hit me what a source of light she has been in our family, this middle 
child, the peacemaker and listener with the self-knowing poise that she has had ever since the 
days she used to primp and pose in her princess dresses.  She had fat, kissable cheeks back 
then.  Now she is lean and willowy, whip-smart and self-assured.  An era is closing.  Her absence 
at home will be a little ache that is always with us, even as watching her bloom into adulthood, I 
expect, will be as lovely and strange as the charged air of a full eclipse.  

As soon as the sun slivered back into the sky on that sultry afternoon, another cheer rose from the 
lawn chairs and barbecues around us.  Later, I would read a post on facebook by a minister who 
was also a photographer saying that recording the eclipse is like encountering the resurrection: 
you can best capture it in the faces of those bearing witness.  Here's what I noticed.  The light did-
n't come back into the air the way it had gone out.  It was threaded with silver, ethereal and liquid 
as if it had been rinsed in mercury.  It was beautiful, and it was not the same. 
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Children’s  
Ministries 

September 2017 

     September 10, we 
will start our third year 
of the Whirl curriculum 
and there are a few 
awesome features of 
this program that I 
would like to remind 
you of.   
First,  it is lectionary 
based which means we 
are hearing one of the 
same readings during 
Sunday School, as the 
adults are hearing in 
church.   
     Second, the sheets 
that the kids come up to 
church with have 7 dif-
ferent ideas on each to 

reinforce the lesson at 
home during the week.  
The children’s bulletin 
that we pass out also 
has more activies 
around the lesson we 
learned.   
     Finally,  class is 
more fun with friends.  
Please consider inviting 
a friend to come to 
church with you. 
Parents, want to see 
and hear more about 
what will be happening 
in Children’s worship?  
The doors are always 
open for you to join us.   
We are split into 3 
classrooms.  Ages 3-

Kindergarten will be in 
the room closest to the 
nursery.  Grades 1-2 
will be in the center 
room and Grades 3 - 5 
will be in the room 5. 
 
Please take a minute 
on Sunday mornings to 
help your child(ren) get 
ready,  by having a 
drink of water, using the 
restroom and taking all 
to toys and electronics 
with you.     
This should help reduce 
distractions and allow 
us to get through all of 
the lesson.   

Let’s take a Whirl! 

Heifer Garden 
 We will continue to pick 

veggies as long as the 
garden produces 

 A work day to prepare the 
garden for winter will be 
announced in October 

 Thank you to all who have 
supported Heifer Project 
this summer.  We will 
be choosing an animal 
to donate in late Octo-
ber. 

October 29 from 3-5pm will be hosting a Halloween Trunk or Treat for the 
community.   It will feature decorated trunks, goodies, food and drinks.   

To make this afternoon a great success, we 
need your help,  a sign up sheet will be posted 
outside the Children’s Worship room, we need 
people to help by decorating their car trunks 
and passing out candy and trinkets (the Chil-
dren’s Worship program will provide these), di-
recting traffic, grilling hot dogs, serve food and 
clean up. 

Children’s Worship 
Leader/Helpers 

Each Sunday, it takes 6 
people to teach/support 
the children’s worship 
program.  To follow 
best practices, for Safe-
guarding God’s Chil-
dren we need 2 adults 
in each classroom.  The 
teacher or leader works 
off a leaders guide that 
takes low prep.  The 
second person is a sec-
ond set of eyes, ears, 
and hands, to help the 
kids with projects,   You 
do not have to be able 
to sit on the floor,   
you just have to be 
willing to spend the 
first 30—40 minutes 
of church with us in 
the Children’s Wor-
ship Rooms.   
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Youth Ministries September 2017 

The Gathering & Charge 

September 10 Kick-Off 

Gathering 

Registration 

11/15 

No Classes- 

Thanksgiving 

11/26 

No Classes - 

Christmas 

12/24   

The Gathering 12/27-
30 

No Classes -  

New Years Eve 

1/1 

No Classes - 

Christmas 

1/7 

No Classes - 

Easter Break 

4/1 

Important 
Dates 

The Gathering is December 27—30 at the The Radison/Lansing Cen-
ter in Lansing.  This event is open to High School students and young 
adults (18—25) and is packed with speakers, worship, bands, small 
groups, and recreation times.  The cost is $160 (including t-shirt) if 
your register by November 15 or $185(no t-shirt) after.  This features 
Rev. Neichelle Guldry, Rachel Kurtz and Ase’. 

Charge will be held March 16—18, 2018 at Great Wolf Lodge in Trav-
erse City.   This event is for Junior High students and will feature Pas-
tor Vehiel, worship, small groups & recreation time.   

On Sunday, September 10 we will kicking off  our 2017-2018 program 
year with a celebration breakfast.    At this time I will be discussing with 
the youth the expectations for the upcoming year, doing some planning, 
but also brainstorming around some challenges, including  a lack of 
leaders for the high school and middle school groups.   

If you have a middle schooler, 6, 7, or 8th grade or a high schooler, 
please plan for your youth to attend.  Also, encourage them to bring 
their calendar, pen & notebook and ideas for fun activities and ques-
tions about their faith that they would like to explore over the next year.   

Parent’s watch your email for a sign-up sheet to help with food for 
breakfast and for dates for a parents meeting for the upcoming year. 

Advent Pageant 

Pastor Ian is writing an Advent Pageant for all ages.  There will be 
one practice on Saturday, December 9th in the morning and the per-
formance after church on Sunday, December 10 (tentative date).  
Watch for a sign up sheet in the parish hall. 
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                     SEPTEMBER 

 
9-1-Sean Hanoian 
9-2-Emmy Keene 
9-4 Gabby Burton 
9-5-Marsha Harkai 
9-7-Pam Pearce 
9-7-Judy Settles 
9-8-Randy Hotton 
9-9-Kienuwa Obaseki 
9-10-Dick Marsh 
9-11-Nancy Copeland 
9-12-Eileen M. Canfield 
9-12-Marti Bergeron 
9-13-Miranda Reed Twiss 
9-14-Cary Thom         
9-15-Thomas Keene 
 

 
 
 
9-15-Michael Bowerman 
9-17-Vance Power 
9-19-Jillian Hill 
9-20-Connie Krebs 
9-20-Candence Towler 
9-21-Charlene Shepard 
9-21-Elizabeth Cameron 
9-22-Patricia Marshall 
9-23-Chelsee Harris 
9-23-Evee Kloian 
9-24-Charlotte Hill 
9-25-Virgette Stoltz-Sutton 
9-25-Linda Zaborowski 
9-26-Arianna Hernandez 
9-26-Ethan Fulton  

9-11-Anu & Vance Power 

9-13-Kaylee & Kenneth Ahearn 

9-26-Bob & Carrie DeJonghe 

9-21 -Charles and Priscilla Hardison 



 

 

 AA meets every Monday evening at 7:00 p.m and  
 every Tuesday at  12 noon.  

6 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
8:00 Altar Guild 

3  
Regular  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 am. Adult 
Forum 
2: 

4 Labor Day 

Office Closed 
5 6 7 8 9 

8:00 Altar Guild 
 
9:00 Calendar 
mtg 
10:30 Soup 
Kitchen 

10Regular  
Worship Ser-
vices 
9:15 am. Adult 
Forum 
2:00 Cedar 
Woods  

11 12 13 14 15 16 
8:00 Altar Guild 
 
11:30 Communi-
ty Baby Shower 

17 
Regular  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 am. Adult 
Forum 
12:00 pm Aco-
lyte EM Training 

18 19 
6:30 pm Listen-
ing Campigen 

20 21 22 23 
8:00 Altar Guild 

24 
Regular  Wor-
ship Services 
9:15 am. Adult 
Forum 

25 26 
6:30 pm Build-
ing & Grounds 
Meeting 

27 28 29 30 
8:00 Altar Guild 

September 2017 



 

6 

The Trinity Bell September 2017 

September Events:  
 

Our Program Year (Choir , Sunday School, Adult Ed, Teen Group) begins on  
September 10, 2017 
 
FIRST SUNDAY COLLECTIONS: September  - THAW (helps economically challenged families keep the 
heat on in winter); October - SOS (provides food and other social services); November - The VA (helps veter-
ans); December- TBD  

 
TRINITY SOUP KITCHEN: The schedule for  the Spir it of Hope Soup Kitchen is pretty much the 
same as it was last year, but the 2017 dates are: September 9, serve the meal 11:-1:30, ride share leaves Trini-
ty at 10:30. November 11, prepare meals, 9-11 am, ride share leaves Trinity at 8:30 am. December 2, serve 
the meal 11:-1:30, ride share leaves Trinity at 10:30. 

CHOIR:  Warm-Up Those Voices! Anyone who has an interest in or love of singing/music is more than 
welcome to join the Trinity Choir this coming Fall!  We begin our kick-off of Fall programming on Septem-
ber 10 at the 10:30 am service where the church will be raised in song and praise! All are welcome and no 
experience is necessary! If any questions, please see or contact Jenifer at  music@trinitybell.org or 
734.355.8447 

ADULT FORUM BOOK: The Adult Forum star ts up again on Sunday, September  10, 9:15 a.m. in 
Room 5.  Since 2017 is the 500-year anniversary of the Reformation, we will be reading a book, "The Refor-
mation for Armchair Theologians" this fall.  Come learn about this fascinating time of upheaval in the church. 
There is a sign-up in the Parish Hall so we know how many books to order--or you can email of-
fice@trinity.org. 

CALENDARING MEETING: Saturday, Sept 9 at 9 a.m. Tr inity will hold a calendar ing meeting so we 
can schedule various teams' events without calendaring conflicts. If you part of a group that is planning any 
events or other use of the space this year, please make sure someone from each team attends to put together 
our calendar. 

Sept. 17th at noon-ACOLYTE/EM TRAINING  

September 26—6:30 pm Building & Grounds Meeting  

 

 

The 3rd Annual Community Baby Shower will be taking place Sept. 16th at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Belleville Michigan just across from Burger King.  Event hours: 
11:30 to 2:30 pm. Open to women 18 years up. This is a FREE event. For more info go 
to carstillwagonpublishing.com This is a benefit for FIRST STEP and we need your 
help. Now is a  good to pick up a new baby items.  
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Septem-
ber 

Sept. 3 Sept. 10 Sept. 17 Sept. 24  

8 am EM Randy Hotton Jim Pedersen Jay Armstrong Randy Hotton  

10:30 am 
 EM Bread Erica Fulton Bev Jenkins Deacon Richard Deacon Richard  

10:30 am 
 EM 1 Bev Jenkins Dennis Bramigk Charles Hardison Ian Penhorwood  

10:30 am 
 EM 2 Adesuwa Obaseki Darryl Conliffe Jeff Hill Maggie Penhorwood  

10:30 am  
Acolytes Cajsa Melms     

Welcomer Eddy Fulton Dave Anderson Sean Hanioan Angie Kelch   

Welcomer Erica Fulton Judy Anderson Nancy Copeland Bob Kelch  
Giftbearer Sean Hanoian Charlotte Drake Maria Conliffe Harry Van Gelder  
Giftbearer Mary Hill Sharon Peters Darryl Conliffe Cheri Van Gelder  

Lector Jennifer Melms Jennifer Melms Judy Anderson Jennifer Melms  

Altar Guild 

Fay Taylor 
Sally MacMullan 
Bev Thom  
Paula Brown (on 
call) 

Fay Taylor 
Sally MacMullan 
Bev Thom  
Paula Brown (on 
call) 

Fay Taylor 
Sally MacMullan 
Bev Thom  
Paula Brown (on 
call) 

Fay Taylor 
Sally MacMullan 
Bev Thom  
Paula Brown (on call) 

 

Counter Debra W.  Sean H. Harry V.    

Counter Harry V. Kraig W. Jeff H.    

Coffee 
Hour Host Fellowship Team 

Kaye Emerson/    
Sue Carpenter 

Jim & Sheila       
Pederson 

Jeanne & Vance Power  

Bread 
Makers 

Erica Fulton Erica Fulton Erica Fulton Erica Fulton  

September  Schedule  



 

 

 

VESTRY 

Sr. Warden  Cyndi Hernandez     730-3024 Jr. Warden     
Vestry Secretary      Sara Eziuka          248-207-8201 
Ian Penhorwood   485-6254 Dave Anderson              547-9658 
Mary Hill       734-777-2845 Charlotte Drake              218-0529 
Debra Williams   368-1138 Jerry Rimmer        313-272-2898 
Youth Rep Arianna Hernandez 

Rector – The Rev Ian Reed Twiss 
Deacon – The Rev. Richard O. Boulter 

Office Manager-Dana Doemer 
Bookkeeper– Lori Bowerman 

Sexton (janitor) – Brenda Bonior 
E-mail: office@trinitybell.org  Website: http://wwwtrinitybell.org 

11575 BELLEVILLE ROAD 
BELLEVILLE, MI   48111 
www.trinitybell.org 
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