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Rector's Reflections

Why the Strawberry Festival?
Huge congratulations, and I mean HUGE, are due to the Strawfest Team who guided us to the topselling Strawberry Festival at Trinity to date! As you may know, our longtime Strawboss, Virg,
stepped down after 2016, so it is a tribute to her leadership, and to that of the team to which she
passed the baton, that things have gone so smoothly. Congratulations to them, and many thanks,
also, to all who contributed to the effort.
Now with an event like Strawfest--by far the single largest event the church puts on year to year-there is a danger of getting so caught up in the effort that we forget to articulate why it matters. Why
does a church, whose mission is the gospel, put on a big food-and-crafts-sales extravaganza?
There are three primary reasons:
The first is to raise funds. This may sound a bit, well, pedestrian. Even secular. But it's important
to remember that we give half of our earnings to agencies in the community that feed and serve and
do God's work. (Kudos to the Strawfest Team for advertising this fact clearly in the food tent this
year!) The other half funds church projects not in our budget: trees and plants for the garden, capital improvements, special advertising, etc.
The second reason we do Strawfest is to build camaraderie within the church. This may be the
theme I hear most. When we roll up our sleeves and work together, we become more connected.
Long-standing and newer parishioners make friends. We are knit together in common purpose.
Finally, we put on this event to extend hospitality to others. Surely, this single weekend brings more
strangers onto our property to interact with church members than the remaining rest of the year
combined. So the service we provide makes a statement about us. Are we welcoming and friendly? Do we look like we are enjoying ourselves? Part of the reason we include a prayer station and
then our healing team prays for the requests is to include that spiritual element of care in our presence here.
Of course, hospitality is only part of Jesus' charge to his disciples. He also sends them out to heal
and help others, promising that "the harvest is plentiful." Strawfest alone does not accomplish this
call to mission. But it does help us to fulfill our calling to be about the work of touching lives beyond
our walls. And that's a blessed thing!
Ian
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DEACON’S PEN
Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me” (Matthew 10:40-41). This Gospel is read to the
congregation on the first Sunday in July.
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As I was reading this in preparation for Sunday worship, I immediately thought about how Trinity
follows what Matthew points out. I am so delighted to be part of a congregation who “welcomes”
people in the name of Jesus Christ. As Christians, we are expected to welcome people into our
church and we sure do a good job of that.
I don’t know if those of you who are longtime Trinitarians realize the number of new folks we’ve
welcomed as members over the past twelve months or so, or realize the number of children we’ve
baptized over the last several months. Many people who have come to “try us out” have stayed
because we’ve made them feel welcomed. Pastor Ian always gives a new person or family a welcome package; invites them to join us for coffee and has one of our Vestry introduce them to you,
members of our congregation. A couple of weeks ago, we had a guest who somehow found their
way into the parish hall without a member and sat down. Before I had a chance to go over and
introduce myself, the table they were sitting at had all its chairs filled with Trinity members. That is
truly a welcoming parish. They did return the following week and they indicated to me that this
was a very, very friendly parish, and were certainly considering becoming a part of Trinity.
Another great sign of how welcoming a congregation we have was very evident at the recent
Strawberry festival. Everywhere a guest would go, there was a Trinitarian there with a smile and
a “Thank you for coming.” I worked the parking lot for three days, and I know when someone
drove in, they were invited to “Come on in and join us” and when they left whoever was out in the
lot said “Thank You” and waved as they left. Now to be honest, I was not out in the parking lot the
whole time, so I had a chance to walk around and I did not, I repeat, DID NOT hear one negative
remark from our guests whether they were walking around the vendor areas, at the Bakery or in
line to purchase a meal. No matter how tired our workers were or how many long hours they had
put in, our guests received a welcome and were greeted with a smile.
We are a wonderful parish family, we’re following the teachings of Jesus and IT SHOWS. I hope
all of you know it is YOU who give true meaning to Jesus words in Matthew, “Whoever welcomes
you welcomes me.”
So take a minute to pat yourselves on the back and then let’s continue forward with those smiles
on our faces and “Welcome” in our hearts.
Have an enjoyable and safe summer and I hope to see you in church.
Deacon Richard
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Counter

Children’s
Ministries

Cheri VanGelder

Lettuce, peppers, beans, peas, tomatoes and much more are growing in our Heifer Project Garden.
The kids have worked hard keeping
our garden area weeded, in our 14
raised beds. Many thanks go out
to Virg Stoltz for all her help with
watering to keep our garden growing.
Most weeks, our kids learn
about the different animals that
Heifer project provides and hear
success stories as a way to connect the work they are doing with
the help their work provides.
Please read the following success
story that gives families hope in
Kentucky.

years because of this ‘boom to
bust.’”
That’s why Heifer ’s Appalachia Program has joined forces with
community members in eastern
Kentucky counties like Harlan, Menifee Morgan and Carter to give
youth a new future by way of a past
occupation: Small-scale agriculture.
Through Heifer’s alternative
agriculture and small farms projects, small-scale farming isn’t just
being revived as an industry – it’s
also being used as a tool to mold a
new generation of responsible citizens.

“Heifer’s goal is to make ru“Agriculture Gets a New Outlook ral lives easier through sustainability,” said Steve Muntz, Heifer’s U.S.
in Appalachia”
Country Director and a resident of
Reprinted from Heifer International Mt. Sterling, Kentucky. “I’ve met
with permission 1-800-422-0474:
some of the best people with the
best ideas in the rural areas,” he
For decades, coal put food
added, “and we want to encourage
on the tables of almost evethose ideas.”
ry Harlan County family. Although
the life was hard and unhealthy, the
The Alternative Agriculture
paycheck was steady. But as maProject helps youth develop strong
chinery began replacing manpower work ethics and entrepreneurial
under the ground, children watched skills by teaching them how to grow
as their parents went from the coal high-quality foods while focusing on
mine to the job line.
environmental and
“Coal mining is no longer the sustainabilfuture,” said Jeremy Williams, the
ity issues.
agriculture extension agent for Harlan County. “Most of our people
have become unemployed, [and]
3
our population has decreased from
50,000 to 31,000 over the last 15

Important
Dates

July 17—21
Day Camp

We still need housing for counselors,
lunches and dinners. Please contact Martha Hanoian
if you have any
questions. The sign
up sheet is in the
parish hall.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 8:00 am.

July

Altar Guild
3:00 pm
George
Wielhemi Me-

7-1-Elizabeth LaChance

7-2-Judy Boulter

7-5- Doug & Jenifer Morse

7-3-Kevin Carpenter

7-10- Joe & Pat Mussin

7-4-Kraig Wilson

7-10-Tom & Barb Smith

7-4-Barb Smith

7-11-Mike and Kate McCutchen

7-5-Christopher Wepler

7-20-Eddy & Erica Fulton

7-9-Kelly Wilson

7-22-Kelly and Barbara Wilson

7-10-Robert Sears

7-22-Greg & Holly Locke

7-12-Vaughn Stoltz

2
8:00 am worship
10:30 am Worship
2:00 Cedar
Woods

9
8:00 am worship

16

7-13-Dee Smith

8:00 am worship

7-14-Rev. Sally Boelter

10:30 am Worship

23

7-19-Tami Remington

8:00 am worship

7-22-Tom Smith

4 Office

5

6

Closed

30

July 7— Soup Kitchen prepare meals 9-11:00 am . Ride share leaves Trinity at 8:30 am

8:00 am worship

July 9-—We will be putting the youth rooms back together on Saturday, July 8 at
9am. Please come help lay rugs, move furniture and help put furniture pieces
together if you are available.

10:30 am Worship

July 17-21—- Day Camp

Soup Kitchen

10

11

12

13

14

158:00 am.
Altar Guild

17

18

19

20

21

8:00 am Day
Camp

8:00 am Day
Camp

8:00 am Day
Camp

8:00 am Day
Camp

8:00 am Day
Camp

24

25

26

27

28

31




4

8 8:00 am.
Altar Guild

10:30 am Worship

UPCOMING EVENTS:

7

10:30 am Worship

7-12-Jacob Hanoian

7-16-Michael Mayrend

3

AA meets every Monday evening at 7:00 p.m and
every Tuesday at 12 noon.

6

11:00 am.
Rae Thom
Memorial

228:00 am.
Altar Guild

29

8:00 am
Altar Guild

